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THE   TIMES   HISTORY   OF   THE   WAR.
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trable thickets of forests are to them the empty world, the world as God had created it before the birth of man. In the land of forests and marshes east of the Vistula, the tribe of Lithuanians had settled in the fifth century of our era never to wander any farther. Then in the Middle Ages the Teutonic Knights, the fuvt armed missionaries of German civilisation, began to spread their dominion from the 'coasts of the Baltic Sea, the Lithuanian Balta Mare, and set out to carry to the heathens of the forests the blessings of their own type of enlightenment and Christianity. The Russian Lithuanians were exterminated, the Teutonic Knights appropriated to themselves their land and their name : having stolen it, they and their descendants subsequently dishonoured it for all times. Mnrienburg \vtis their stronghold, it is now the favourite castle and spiritual home of the Kiiiser; from hero he expounded to the world a few years before the war his conception of the divine mission of the House Hohenzollorn. Seven centuries ago the Teutonic Knights conquered the lands along the sea, but they found the forests and marshes that surround the Niemen an impassable barrier to their farther advance. The same was to bo the experience of their descendants in our own days*
In pursuit of the retreating 20th Russian Army Corps the Germans entered the forests of Ru valid and Augustovo. There .they stopped "to collect the rich booty." Many of these busy collectors have never been heard of since, and tho world is no poorer for it. On the other hand, many battalions of that 20th Russian Army Corps, most of which was given up for* lost, afterwards rejoined the Russian Army. When its counter-offensive reached the out-skirls of the big forests, these scattered detachments began to emerge from them. On February 23 the advancing Russian Army was joined by the 29th Division, which had formed part of the 20th Army Corps. In twelve days it had crossed, through deep snow, sixty miles of pathless forests, fighting many battles. During the following days smaller detachments from General Bulgakov's corps met the advancing Russian forces at Sopockin, Jastr-zemba, Lipsk, and Shtabin.
Whilst the Tenth Army was-falling back on to the line of the Niemen and Bobr, reinforcements were gathering behind these rivers. The Germans never accomplished the task which they had set themselves. Three-fourths of